Tuscarora Comprehensive Fuels Management and Weed Containment

Project Update 10/12/2012
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Progress Achieved and Desired

2009 - BLM maintained the greenstrip area by mowing woody fuels and spraying weeds with
herbicides

2010 - Fuel loading was measured at 2.5 tons per acre of continuous fine fuels by NDF and the
Tuscarora NVFSC. UNCE completed a plan to install demonstration plots on the western edge
of town using different combinations of targeting grazing, herbicides, and seeding in attempt to
understand the most effective weed containment, fuels reduction, and desired vegetation
restoration treatment.

2011 - Some county-owned municipal parcels within the town were sprayed using herbicides
funded by NDF and USFS, and the parcels will be seeded with a complimentary seed mix
provided by the Owyhee Conservation District. The attached brochure was designed and
printed. Also, the Indian Creek fire was sparked in the fall and burned around most of western
and northern portions of town. BLM seeded most of the burned area surrounding town with a
mix of fire resistant species. The demonstration plot areas that were surveyed for archeological



clearances were consumed in the fire. The Nevada Firesafe Council got into trouble with its
funding (http://www.tahoebonanza.com/article/20120502/NEWS/120509988), so the funding
that was going to be used for the demonstration plots was frozen. Between these two events,
the effort to implement the demonstration plots was abandoned.

2012 — NDF contracted weed spraying on all but five parcels in the town (Figure 1) in the spring.
NDF will have contractors working in the town during the month of October to remove brush
from those same parcels that gave permission to do so. NDF will also seed all of these same
treatment areas during the fall months. NDF has been negotiating with Ken Milner, majority
private landholder in Outer Tuscarora Parcel area, to access and treat his property. BLM used
visual surveys on the surrounding landscape to identify vast swaths of hoary cress and sprayed
approximately 1,730 acres last spring (Figure 2). BLM has awarded additional contracts to
spray 2,214 more acres between this fall and spring of 2013. The Willow fire burned into the fire
scar on the west side of Tuscarora, but it is unknown if it overlapped with any hoary cress
infestation areas.

2013 — The large infestation of hoary cress will be mapped on the Surrounding landscape by
BLM. BLM continues spraying the surrounding landscape and seeding where necessary to
establish desirable vegetation where hoary cress dominated. NDF will spray the same
municipal lots in the spring and continue negotiations with Mr. Milner to gain access to his
property. In the event that NDF does get permission, Milner’s land will be incorporated into the
treatment plan. NDF will extend its assistance to private landowners in the Surrounding
Landscape areas to assess the current state of infestation of their lands and attempt to connect
them with opportunities to treat any existing hoard cress as well as establish more desirable
vegetation. NDF will also extend offers to treat parcels in town that did not take advantage of
the opportunity in 2012.

The working group has made great strides towards getting this weed under control and without
their help and assistance our treatments would not be nearly as effective!! Please stay tuned
and involved as we deal with the challenges of weeds, fire, and rehabilitation on your lands. If
you have any questions, comments or concerns, please reply all to the e-mail or contract Ryan
S. Shane at 775-738-3454 or Bryan Mulligan at 775-753-0200.
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Figure 1. Parcels shaded in green represent landowners that gave permission to treat

with herbicide and remove brush through 2015.




d fall 2012.

Figure 2. BLM treatment areas for spring an
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